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To "Keep the Past in Lively Memory": William
Carl Bolivar's Efforts to Preserve African
American Cultural Heritage
Welburn, William C.
Office of the Provost Research and Publications, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI

Abstract
The contributions of William Carl Bolivar, a Philadelphia African American bibliophile and journalist, are
considered. Bolivar's interest in historical documentation shaped his sense of interconnectedness with the
collective memory of Philadelphia's black community. His collecting interests are manifested in his column
published in the Philadelphia Tribune, in his contributions to the American Negro Historical Society and other
social and cultural organizations in Philadelphia, and in a published catalog of portions of his collection. Bolivar's
network of collectors and associates formed a "nucleus for a larger effort" to preserve African American cultural
heritage. Their collecting efforts formed the foundation for black collections and collecting practices today and
were integral to the development of African American historical studies and African diaspora studies in general.
On the evening of 12 May 1914 friends and family of William Carl Bolivar, bibliophile, journalist, and community
historian, gathered at his home at 761 South 15th Street in Philadelphia to offer him "one of the most unique
and pleasing surprises": 250 copies of a printed catalog of "the rich and rare books and pamphlets that make up

his library devoted to Negro subjects and authors." The festivities included remarks from Dr. Henry Minton,
friend, local physician, and founder of Mercy Hospital, who paid "high tribute to the position Mr. Bolivar holds in
the community, the love we all bear him, and his accomplishments as a historian." Bolivar was left
"flabbergasted" by the event, which drew notable black Philadelphians to honor their beloved "Uncle Billie."1
The catalog, titled The Library of William C. Bolivar, listed more than eight hundred titles from Bolivar's personal
library, including "printed tracts, magazines, articles, reports, addresses, and miscellaneous not enumerated."2
Although the catalog's listings represented less than a third of Bolivar's library of purportedly some three
thousand volumes, it is surviving evidence of the collection to which William Bolivar had devoted much of his
life-a "rare library of Africana" for which "entrance . . . was an honor."3
William Carl Bolivar's library, which was known beyond his circle of friends in Philadelphia, was one of many
known private libraries of a network of African American bibliophiles and collectors in communities across the
United States. By the beginning of the twentieth century many African American collectors had done much more
than respond to Frederick Douglass's call to "keep the past in lively memory."4 Celebrating the past had become
commonplace in black community life across the country, as evident in Emancipation Day commemorations and
in ceremonies remembering the contributions of African Americans to the defense of the country in war and to
struggles for equality. Yet beyond public celebration of past remembrance, black bibliophiles and collectors
sought to preserve history as well. Their desire to document the past for future generations forged an
interconnectedness between them and their respective communities. As historian Tony Martin observed, "Black
bibliophiles run through our history like an unseen hand. Their influence is present in many of the major
developments of our historical experience, even when a superficial glance does not immediately bring to light
their presence."5 Bolivar's generation of collectors is not regularly present in the accounts of the development of
African American historical studies and the broader interdisciplinary growth of African diaspora studies; yet the
collective actions of these individuals, most of whom made their livings in small businesses, in service
occupations, by teaching, or by writing for the local press, had a significant impact on emerging scholarship.
Their desire to organize historical societies and to exchange information about books, journals, and other
printed materials became an integral part of the intellectual history of African American studies. The libraries of
Philadelphia's black bibliophiles and collectors served as resources for contemporary scholars, including W. E. B.
DuBois in researching his community study, The Philadelphia Negro, Edward R. Turner's Negro in Pennsylvania,
Slavery-Servitude-Freedom, and Richard R. Wright's The Negro in Pennsylvania: A Study in Economic History.
They also assembled what would become the foundations of today's research libraries and collections of African
American documentary history at a time when state-supported public history initiatives and prominent research
libraries, archives, and historical societies virtually ignored African American historical interests.6
Unfortunately, Bolivar's library did not survive intact; its contents were lost over time or absorbed into the
collections of his contemporaries. He is represented by the fragmentary evidence of the catalog of titles from his
private library, by letters he wrote to other bibliophiles, by his articles appearing in the local press, and by
several previous published works on his life and contributions.7 These resources reveal an incomplete portrait;
however, they provide glimpses into the historical consciousness of Bolivar and his fellow collectors in
Philadelphia. Bolivar's contributions are pursued here to the extent that they reflect his individual commitment
to collecting a library of Africana materials that he had envisioned would preserve a record of African American
history in print. He also hoped to forge a public history through his contributions to the development of
Philadelphia's American Negro Historical Society, as evidenced by his columns published under the pseudonym
"Pencil Pusher" in the Philadelphia Tribune.

Collecting and Interconnectedness
As a practice, collecting forms a sense of connectedness between individuals and their past. It is what Susan A.
Crane called "an act of memory," enabling an association between the individual and collective memory as well
as among communities of collectors with shared interests in their respective communities' remembrances of the
past.8 In an essay on collective memory Maurice Halbwachs drew an important distinction between history and
collective memory. Halbwachs saw history as unitary, a "record of changes," and historical memory as memory
reconstructed for the benefit of others.9 In history there is reliance on the experience of others to draw analyses
of the past. Collective memory is "a current of continuous thought whose continuity is not at all artificial, for it
retains from the past only what still lives or is capable of living." Thus, collective memory becomes "a record of
resemblances" and varies by group, by the passage of time, or by place or location of those who remember.10
While history purports to be an objective analysis of the past from a cool distance, collective memory thrives on
a remembrance of the past that "forges identity, justifies privilege, and sustains cultural norms."11 In his work on
race and memory in the American South W. Fitzhugh Brundage observed that blacks and whites often clash over
the use of public space to present conflicting versions of historical memory. Gary Nash found that Philadelphia's
African American community was virtually left out of the saga of the city's history by cultural institutions during
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.12
Bolivar and his colleagues in the American Negro Historical Society commended the importance of
remembrance but also extolled the virtues of a preserved record of history. In one of his Tribune columns
Bolivar's sentiments reflected the society's mission when he wrote, "The gift of expression, when fixed in ink, is
the only lasting thing." Worrying about the permanence of memory, he continued: "The deeds of men, when
unrecorded, go for naught after the body holding contemporaneous memory is laid away in mother earth."13
Toward that end, his personal library included textual materials of all kinds-books, pamphlets, articles, programs
from events and celebrations. Thus, collecting served the function of keeping the evidence of the past out of
dispute.
Collecting has its dual purpose. As historian Emma Jones Lapsansky has written, "On the one hand [collecting]
helps to reach back into experience, and thereby reconstruct and connect events, faces, books and gestures. On
the other ... it allows people to dispatch their 'duty ... as witnesses for the future to collect them again for the
sake of our children,' to solidify familiarity, to create connectedness and continuity."14 Cultural institutions such
as libraries, archives, museums, and historical societies have served important roles in restoring a community's
historical memory and enabling scholars to reconstruct general history. Yet many African Americans in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were excluded from emerging cultural institutions and faced rejection
of their history and culture. They labored in relative isolation or formed associations of common collecting
interests to "dispatch their duty." According to Gary Nash, in Philadelphia's black community, lacking "a building
or even an organization, civic leaders such as William Dorsey and Robert M. Adger, Jr., painstakingly clipped
magazines and newspapers to fill scrapbooks with material relating to African American life." Nash continued:
"Dorsey collected everything-news items about burglars as well as bankers, the ugly as well as the noble."15
Consequently, the act of collecting everything has provided present-day scholars with access to a very complete
and candid record of African American life in Philadelphia. The effect of their collecting is evidenced by the
Adger collection at Wesleyan University, Dorsey scrapbooks at Cheyney University, and the records of the
American Negro Historical Society as preserved by Leon Gardiner and donated to the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania. The Bolivar collection survives only in description in the catalog of a selection of his holdings.
If the systematic collecting practices of libraries, archives, museums, and other cultural institutions that preserve
books, archival and manuscript materials, and other artifacts differ from the pragmatic practices of individual
collectors disenfranchised from the institutions of their times, what can be learned from the practices of those
individuals-African American collectors and community historians-framed by pragmatic bibliography?16 What

possible influence did the collecting practices of these early collectors and bibliophiles have on the development
of the discipline devoted to the study of African American life, culture, and community?

Bolivar's Philadelphia
Nineteenth-century Philadelphia resembled many other northern cities in which social movements existed to
advance the literary and intellectual activities of African Americans. Beginning with late-eighteenth-century
mutual aid societies such as the African Free Society, communities of free blacks began to form religious, civic,
social, and cultural organizations. Philadelphia was known for its early black religious congregations, anti-slavery
and vigilance societies, and social and literary societies. In 1828 the Colored Reading Society of Philadelphia was
formed with the aim of nurturing "moral and intellectual improvement."17 Five years later, on 1 January 1833, a
group of African American men formed the Philadelphia Library Company of Colored Persons for the purpose of
collecting "a library of useful works of every description for the benefit of its members, who might there
successfully apply, without comparatively any cost, for the mental good which they could not readily obtain
elsewhere."18 One founding member, businessman James Forten, hoped that the group would "add something
to the general char [ac] ter of our people for the improvement of our intellectual faculties."19 By century's end
these early literary societies had sown the seeds for the formation of historical societies with the stated purpose
of not only restoring remembrance of the past but also fully documenting and preserving the record of social
and cultural development. For Bolivar and his associates, collecting and documenting the cultural and
community experiences of African Americans, particularly those residing in Philadelphia, therefore transcended
the boundaries of history and collective memory.
His fellow Philadelphians knew William Bolivar not only as a bibliophile but also as an educator and journalist
with a propensity for historical research. Bolivar demonstrated his capacity to document Philadelphia's African
American past through columns published weekly in the Philadelphia Tribune for twenty-two years beginning in
1882 and through occasional publications and public lectures.
Bolivar was born in Philadelphia on 18 April 1849, the eldest son of George and Elizabeth LeCount Proctor
Bolivar. James Forten, one of the city's most prominent businessmen, employed George Bolivar as a sail maker,
and the elder Bolivar later prospered in the tobacco business.20 The Bolivar household provided William with not
only a comfortable home and access to the city's black elite but also an education in two of the finest schools
available to African Americans in Philadelphia, the Lombard Street School and the Institute for Colored Youth.
After graduation Bolivar first worked for the U.S. Treasury Department in Washington, D.C., then returned to
Philadelphia in 1866 to work in the banking house of John Ashhurst and Company, where he remained until his
death in 1914.
During the years of Bolivar's youth Philadelphia's black population was disbursed throughout the city, with larger
concentrations in the wards just south of Center City. While new immigrants arriving from Europe found
employment and opportunity in emerging industries, many of Philadelphia's black workers were concentrated in
unskilled jobs, and fewer than 25 percent found white-collar or artisan work.21 In The Philadelphia Negro W. E.
B. DuBois reported that "obtaining a decent livelihood was a pressing one for the better class of Negroes." While
the greater population relied on domestic service work, the black elite that emerged early in the nineteenth
century sought to secure its economic position through businesses such as catering and other services.22
According to Elijah Anderson, DuBois found four classes within the social organization of the city's black
community during the nineteenth century: "the well-to-do . . . ; the decent hard workers, who were doing quite
well; the 'worthy poor,' who were working or trying to work but barely making ends meet; and the 'submerged
tenth.'"23 Those who found themselves among the elite achieved prominence within the black community but
with constrained opportunity to influence the course of the city, given racial discrimination, on the one hand,
and the condition of the black masses, on the other.24

Overall, Bolivar's Philadelphia was a self-contained world of social, cultural, and modest economic progress.
According to Emma Jones Lapsansky, the Seventh Ward of Dubois' study was by mid-nineteenth century
"comparable to the Harlem of the 1920s."
In addition to a cacophonous array of races and classes, here were located the most prestigious black
schools, clubs, churches, businessmen, and distribution points of the Afroamerican press. In the 1840s,
Philadelphia experienced violent anti-black rioting, concentrating in the seventh ward. . . . Yet over the next
two decades, a number of black leaders relocated from areas where there had not been rioting to this
neighborhood.25
Many African Americans chose to live in the Seventh Ward for the mutual benefit of social and cultural life. Not
only were wards with high concentrations of blacks the home for such institutions as Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the Institute for Colored Youth, and the Lebanon Cemetery, but these communities also
fostered social and cultural exchange. Close proximity enabled black leaders to devote their discretionary time
to public service work, strengthening institutions, and encouraging the growth of social and cultural
organizations.26 Consequently, among African Americans in Philadelphia throughout the second half of the
nineteenth century members of the black elite contributed greatly to a race consciousness that was rooted in
antebellum mutual aid, antislavery activism, and the desire for educational, social, and cultural advancement.
Black Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian, Lutheran, and Presbyterian congregations were central to community
organization. Not only did they serve as places of worship, they also gave support to mutual aid societies and
provided space for activism and for organizing social and cultural activities. The Seventh Ward community was
home to black educational institutions, most notably the Institute for Colored Youth, built in 1852. The institute
attracted a teaching staff that included Grace A. Mapps, Sarah Douglass, Robert Campbell, and Ebenezer
Bassett, who became principal in 1856 and later became a U.S. diplomat and minister to Haiti.27 Among the
institute's most distinguished teachers was Fanny M.Jackson (Coppin), an Oberlin College graduate who was
appointed principal in 1869 and served until her retirement in 1902. James Spady noted that "in later years
Bolivar came under the personal tutelage of Mrs. Fanny Jackson Coppin, one of the greatest Black women
educators of all times and the first to write a textbook on teaching."28 Bolivar would write an introduction to her
book, Reminiscences: School Life, and Hints on Teaching, published posthumously by the African Methodist
Episcopal Church Book Concern.29 Of Fannie Jackson Coppin Bolivar wrote, "The double quality of expression by
voice and pen was hers to a degree far greater than any woman among her contemporaries."30
In addition to churches and schools, the young Bolivar had access to numerous social and cultural groups. He
joined the Pythian baseball club and was inspired by a new organization of young black men, the Banneker
Institute and Literary Society. The Banneker Institute was especially prominent as an organization founded for
the purpose of advancing intellectual achievement in history and science among African American males.
Organized in 1854 by Jacob White, Jr., the son of a prominent black businessman in the city, the institute
attracted dedicated membership during its twenty-year existence. In addition to White, Bolivar found himself in
the company of a number of aspiring leaders, including John W. Simpson, Parker T. Smith, Henry Minton,
Octavius V. Catto, Ebenezer Basset, and Robert Mara Adger. The institute sponsored lectures, encouraged
reading and research among its members, and in a rented space maintained a library of acquired and donated
books.31

Bolivar's Private Library
Bolivar likely developed his passion for collecting and strong interest in history through the influence of Fanny
Jackson Coppin and the Institute for Colored Youth as well as the networking opportunities provided by
organizations such as the Banneker Institute. While it was Bolivar's passion for collecting that the city's black

community remembered, Bolivar also sought to put the printed record of African Americans to use. Henry L.
Phillips, archdeacon of the Church of the Crucifixion, distinguished Bolivar from the book hobbyist: "The hobby
of another is books-rare books-books that tell of the achievement of the race; books not to fill shelves, but
books to fill the mind with useful race-doings. The hobby of William Carl Bolivar was books, and he stored their
contents in a memory that was early trained to be useful."32
Since his days of involvement with the Banneker Institute and other social and cultural organizations in
Philadelphia, William Bolivar engaged in a very deliberate and purposeful practice of collecting books, journals
and newspapers, pamphlets, and other materials. Bolivar's private library manifested his advocacy for historical
documentation, the importance of contributing to an emerging community of collectors, and his own
determination to institutionalize the collective memory of Philadelphia's African American heritage. The printed
catalog of the library illustrates the breadth and scope of his collecting activities.33 Among its entries are bound
copies of special issues of the Anglo-African Magazine and the Anti-Slavery Record; antebellum imprints by
Richard Allen, Henry Highland Garnet, Jarena Lee, Thomas Clarkson, Lydia Marie Child, and Russell Parrott;
photographs, including a series of the Jubilee Singers; and miscellaneous speeches and magazines, including an
autobiography of Absalom Jones marked "Mss." Titles are identified as "scarce" or "extremely rare," and there
are notations where works are "autographed" or where there are "but few known copies." The notation "N" for
Negro was also used to identify those titles in the collection authored by African American writers.34
Because his collection was not restricted to books, Bolivar often advocated in his Philadelphia Tribune columns
the collection, preservation, and use of primary sources in different formats, including pictures, letters,
programs, and newspapers. The very structure he applied to collecting was not focused specifically on editions.
Rather, Bolivar's private library was built around a realization that documenting the social, cultural, and
intellectual contributions of black Philadelphians relied on the acquisition of materials such as the proceedings
of antebellum black conventions, commencement programs from the Institute for Colored Youth, as well as
many rare titles dating back to the early nineteenth century, often penned by African American writers living in
his city. For example, Bolivar began his November 9, 1912 column by writing, "A curious bit of documentary
evidence, and of historical value, is before the narrator and well worth adding to this time, although its
occurrence was seventy-four years ago." The work Bolivar referred to was a printed report of the convention
proceedings of the Council of the Philadelphia Association for the Moral and Mental Improvement of the People
of Color, held June 4-9, 1838 at the city's Union Baptist Church. Bolivar reported names and associations of
attendees to note "what curious names were borne by the various organizations of the day," names that would
be obscured by time.35 It was Bolivar's challenge to himself and his fellow collectors not to allow the memory of
black Philadelphia to slip into obscurity. The broad focus of what might be collected beyond books illustrated
their broadened view of sources needed to document and reconstruct history.
Bolivar and his colleagues collected items that contained knowledge they believed would be subject to repeated
use. Together with a community of bibliophiles and collectors that lived in Philadelphia, including Robert M.
Adger, Jacob White, Jr., William Dorsey, and Leon Gardiner, Bolivar related his individual collecting activities to
the power of organization, personal association, and the press to promote documentation of African American
history.36

Bolivar's Association with Other Collectors
On October 25, 1897 Bolivar joined a group of fellow community members to organize the American Negro
Historical Society (ANHS). Initially named the Afro-American Historical Society, the ANHS was formed with the
primary objective of collecting "relics, literature and Historical facts in connection with the African Race
illustrative of their progress and development."37 The society sponsored activities for the Philadelphia
community, including public lectures, by its members and guests, including R. R. Wright, Jr., W. E. B. DuBois,

Daniel Murray, and Alain Locke, arranged to publish papers "as far as the money will allow," and maintained a
collection of books and other printed records of African American achievement.38 Bolivar served on the society's
board of directors and was an advocate in the society for historical preservation.39 When he later reflected on
the initial accomplishments of the American Negro Historical Society, Bolivar wrote, "Indeed, the achievement
of colored people and the general records concerning them has been given impulse to such an extent as to merit
both recognition and endorsement." He concluded his remembrance of the purpose of the society by writing:
"The Quakers and stolid Germans put great stress on preserving everything of value, our own people became
impued [sic] with the same. It was this spirit which was caught by the late Robert M. Adger and Jacob C. White,
among others, as well as William H. Dorsey, that made a nucleus for larger effort on the parts of the people
generally."40
Bolivar appeared to see the purpose of the American Negro Historical Society as an action of the city's African
American community to shape an enduring historical consciousness. He devoted a column in the Tribune to the
fifteenth anniversary of the founding of the society, recalling that during its formative years the purpose of the
society was fulfilled through historical research and collection, with early contribution of "pictures, books,
pamphlets, letters and various curios" from the collection of Robert M. Adger and a substantial donation by
Amelia Williams-White of materials from the collection of her late husband, Jacob C. White.
The American Negro Historical Society achieved much more. It represented the first endeavor to preserve the
city's African American past in the face of exclusion from the city's efforts to document its past. It was the very
first organization founded to institutionalize scholarship on African Americans, followed by the American Negro
Academy and the Negro Society for Historical Research. The society was the successor to nearly a century of
organization and as such provided formal opportunity for black intellectual growth and the establishment of a
nucleus of interest around African American historical memory. It can be viewed as part of the organization of
African American scholarship at the beginning of the twentieth century, as represented by the formal study of
blacks at Atlanta University in Georgia and the publication of works by DuBois and Wright.
Bolivar associated with collectors residing outside of Philadelphia. He was in regular contact with the celebrated
bibliophile Arthur Schomburg of New York and bibliographer Daniel Murray of the Library of Congress. Following
his induction in 1912 as a corresponding member of the Negro Society for Historical Research, cofounded by
Schomburg the year before, Bolivar exchanged letters with Schomburg over their mutual interests in book
acquisitions.41 Bolivar's letters discussed the processes of inspecting collections and negotiating their acquisition,
concerns for editions, and new or uncovered titles of interest.
The association between collectors represented more than an exchange of information about books. Collectors
such as Bolivar and Schomburg maintained contact to share their enthusiasm about what they did, as evidenced
by expressions of the utility of their labors. Their correspondence provides further evidence of the networks of
collecting, the exchange of books, and the contacts with booksellers to locate and purchase individual titles.

Pencil Pusher Points: Bringing History before the Public Eye
William Bolivar's Pencil Pusher Points columns from the Tribune indicate the extent to which he brought the
work of his community of collectors to the attention of the paper's readers. Through Pencil Pusher Points,
Bolivar attempted a meticulous, if not repetitive, documentation of Philadelphia's African American community
during the nineteenth century through the lives of historical figures, the histories of churches, schools, and
social organizations, and the individual contributions of authors. Books cited throughout Bolivar's columns
appear to have been drawn from his private library. Of seventeen columns devoted to book reviews and
discussions of authors, references to seventy-three separate titles were found, of which sixty-four appear in the
catalog of partial holdings of the Bolivar collection.42

In several columns Bolivar drew from his collection to review recent publications. On January 25,1913 he
critiqued Mary A. Ovington's sociological study Haifa Man. He considered himself fortunate, he wrote, to have
earlier books concerning race to use to evaluate her work.43 Bolivar offered similar critiques of other books,
including DuBois' Philadelphia Negro and Wright's The Pennsylvania Negro.
Other columns were thematic, such as his August 17, 1912 column on black writers whose works appeared prior
to 1861.44 In a January 10, 1914 column devoted to the publications and accomplishments of African American
women Bolivar provided citations for books and for literary works that were published in newspapers and
periodicals. Among the women cited were Phillis Wheatley, Sara M. Douglass, Jarena Lee, Fanny Jackson Coppin,
and Charlotte L. Forten, most of whom had an association with Philadelphia.45 Yet another column, dated July
5,1913 highlighted the significance of Philadelphia to the publication of Martin Delaney's The Condition,
Elevation, Emigration and Destiny of the Colored People of the United States, Politically Considered. According
to Bolivar, Delaney revised, proofed, and published the book in Philadelphia.46
The impact of Bolivar's series of columns is manifold. He firmly established himself as Philadelphia's black
community historian through his research into the city's past, using books, newspapers, periodicals, and
programs from commencements and other events. He assembled substantial facts and histories of local
institutions, individuals, and changes in community and in doing so presented a public face to the movement,
creating an historical memory for black Philadelphia. Bolivar and his colleagues were "collecting historical
materials that the city's white institutions ignored in order to hold fast to a black past."47 At the same time,
Bolivar used the power of the press to bring his work to the attention of Philadelphia's black community during
an important era of transition resulting from the migration to Philadelphia of African Americans primarily from
other mid-Atlantic and southern states.
The significance of Bolivar's journalism career lies in his attempt to interpret history before the general public. In
effect, Bolivar attempted to bring Philadelphia's black past out of the world of the American Negro Historical
Society by creating a forum for public history. Moreover, he may have influenced the editorial direction of the
Tribune in its early years by integrating historical memory into the contents of the paper.
The principles of collecting materials are discernable in the practices of black bibliophiles and collectors of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Yet the details of their work are little known because few archival or
manuscript collections beyond those of Arthur Schomburg, Daniel Murray, Jacob White, and Leon Gardiner were
retained. Yet what was preserved of the archives of the Banneker Institute and the American Negro Historical
Society enables examination of the efforts of collectors to work in association with one another to preserve
historical knowledge through acquisition of books, newspapers, and other printed materials. Through
organizations Bolivar and his contemporaries were able to sustain continuity in their familiarity with the
historical and cultural aspects of African American life.

Conclusion
William Bolivar died on November 12, 1914.48 A front-page obituary in the Philadelphia Tribune recalled, "Did
any one desire to write an essay or get any information on things concerning colored people, it was to this
[Bolivar's] library they went. It was indeed a public library."49 Bolivar was eulogized by Henry L. Phillips as sui
generis: "He belonged to a class of his own, and he was the only one in that class."50
At the time of his death his beloved Philadelphia was changing. The influx of African Americans from southern
and rural communities in search of economic opportunities created a contrast between the city's old population
and new arrivals. The transition in the demography, politics, and culture of Philadelphia posed challenges to
those attempting to preserve the memory of the city's African American historical past. Bolivar, through his

columns, which were published until his death, conveyed a sense of urgency to preserve the memory and the
documented history of what African Americans meant to Philadelphia in the nineteenth century.51
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